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A Message From Our Director
For 24 years, Wallowa Resources has worked with our communities in northeast Oregon to 
enhance economic opportunities on our forests and rangelands, while investing in the restoration 
and stewardship of our land and water for future generations.  

Thanks to the Lora & Martin Kelley Family Foundation and others, 2019 was a year of 
organizational growth for WR.  Across nearly every program, WR has met or exceeded its goals, 
and helped initiate new opportunities in surrounding communities.  

Of particular importance to northeast Oregon, WR provided support to Eastern Oregon University 
for a new regional services institute focused on workforce development and training, and worked 
successfully with our partners on the East Moraine Campaign, raising over $6 million towards this 
community forest acquisition which will close in January 2020.    

Our community and funders have recognized the importance of creative experimentation for rural 
community revitalization, and their support of our efforts has been critical to our success. Other 
rural communities have now recognized the value of our approach and are using the model in their 
own areas. The vital work of supporting other communities has resulted in capacity challenges 
for WR. At the same time, our reach has grown with new projects and focus areas. Organizational 
capacity growth is a priority to build on the success to-date, and expand the local and regional 
benefits from this model.

Nils D Christoffersen
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2019 Highl ights
Firewise Community Coordination
Wallowa Resources facilitated the development 
of the first Firewise Community in Northeast 
Oregon - the Lostine Canyon Firewise 
Community. A firewise community is a 
neighborhood of landowners managing their 
collective properties and forests to reduce 
wildfire risk, prepare for a fire, and restore 
forest health.  The 110 properties with 120 
structures make up about 9,600 acres south of 
Lostine, a community of about 200 people in the valley between the towns of Wallowa 
and Enterprise, the county seat. The Lostine wildland-urban interface area has long been 
identified as a priority for restoration and defensible space work in the Wallowa County 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Following the success of the Lostine Firewise 
Community - six other communities across Northeast Oregon have started the process 
of becoming Firewise Communities.
 
Forest Management Plan Training Program
Through the My Blue Mountains Woodland 
Partnership, Wallowa Resources launched a 
pilot training program to expand the technical 
assistance available to private landowners to 
develop forest management plans. The program 
responded to new federal requirements that all 
private landowners have a forest management 
plan to qualify for NRCS forest cost share 
dollars. This requirement highlighted the lack 
of consulting forester capacity in Northeast 
Oregon. The program included both a formalized training and mentorship from 
experienced local forestry consultants on how to write forest management plans. All 
plans were completed in the Partnership’s priority cross-boundary project areas. Program 
outcomes included: (1) a forest management plan template; (2) 5 forestry technicians/
interns trained (4 local; 5 women; 1 veteran); (3) 15 forest management plans completed; 
(4) 4 forest consultants working as mentors to the technicians and; (5) 1 new data 
collection/GIS system created for forest plan data. 

Small Diameter Forest Products R&D: 
Infrastructure improvements
Wallowa Resources’ Community Solutions, 
Inc. (WRCSI) continues to assist Integrated 
Biomass Resources LLC (IBR) with market and 
product development, and long-term viability. 
WRCSI and IBR were both awarded $250K in 
Wood Innovation Grants through the USFS. The 
grants funds supported two significant wood 
processing improvements and created new product lines that increase utilization of 
small-diameter material from forest restoration. A new boiler will utilize mill residuals as 
fuel to produce thermal energy, which will power a new kiln, and produce biochar, which 
will then be used as an ingredient in a new soil amendment product line. The new kiln  
also doubles the mill’s bundled firewood production capacity. The second improvement 
is to the post and pole manufacturing equipment. The mill now has the manufacturing 
capacity for a new product line - barrier wrapped posts, which use an HDPE barrier wrap 
to greatly increase the life of poles in agricultural settings by limiting ground rot. Rotbloc, 
based in Bend, manufactures the barrier wrap from recycled drip irrigation tubing. 
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2019 Financials

Hydropower at Wallowa Lake State Park
Wallowa Lake State Park is home to our 
region’s newest hydroelectric project! This 
project utilizes existing municipal water supply 
infrastructure to harness the energy potential of 
the State Park’s spring, which flows year-round 
and provides drinking water to approximately 
160 homes, hotels, and tourist attractions at 
the head of Wallowa Lake.  This hydro project 
will generate net metered electricity to offset 
all of the on-site power demand of the county’s 
water pumping station as well as a portion of 
the power demand of a nearby county-owned 
sewer lift station.

2019 EXPENSES2019 REVENUE

*In the past, we’ve only reported the direct jobs impact of our work. Since we prioritize reinvestment in our community, and creating local job opportunities, 
our impact is significantly greater. The vast majority of our spending is spent within the communities we serve. This creates additional job benefits.  We’ve 
captured the added impact in our 2019 Annual Report using standard multipliers relevant to our sectors of work and expenditure.

In response to rapid organizational and program growth, we made a long overdue investment in building our finance, administration and grant 
management capacity to effectively support operations. This coincided with attainment of our first federally negotiated indirect cost rate.



Grantors and Supporters
Government & Foundation Contributors: AJ Frank Foundation, 
American Forest Foundation, American Forest Resource Council, 
Bill Healy Foundation, Boise Cascade, Bonneville Environmental 
Foundation, Building Healthy Families, Bureau of Land Management, 
City of Enterprise, Collins Foundation, Energy Trust of Oregon,  Federal 
Lands Access Program, Ford Family Foundation, Hope Fund, Grande 
Ronde Model Watershed, Gray Family Foundation, Greenwood 
Resources, Herbert A. Templeton Foundation, Lora & Martin Kelley 
Family Foundation, Lincoln Foundation, Meyer Memorial Trust, MJ 
Murdock Trust, National Environmental Education Foundation, National 
Forest Foundation, Oregon Community Foundation, Northwest Forest 
Foundation, Oregon Dept. of Energy, Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, 
Oregon Dept. of Forestry, Oregon Forest Resources Institute, Oregon 
State Weed Board, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, OSU 
Extension Service, Pacific Power, Reser Family Foundation, Ronald W. 
Naito MD Foundation, Sills Family Foundation, The Forest Stewards 
Guild, The Freshwater Trust, The Nature Conservancy, The Nez Perce 
Tribe, TJ Education Fund, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,  United 
States Dept. of Agriculture - Natural Resource Conservation Service, 
Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation, Whitman University, Wildhorse 
Foundation, Winding Waters River Expeditions, Youth Development 
Council
Supporters: Winding Waters River Expeditions, Susan Badger-Jones, 
Barreto Manufacturing, Inc., Beef Northwest, Susan Bexton & Scott Flor, 
John and Suzanne Bishop, Boise Cascade Company, Chris Borgerding, 
Eric Borgerding, Claudia Boswell, Christopher Brentano and Shane Farrell, 

Greg & Cindy Brink, Phil Brick, Glenn & Maureen Brown, Gary Burgoine, 
John Carter, Candace Casteal, Erik & Alissa Christoffersen, Michael 
Colgrove, Kathleen Cornett & Steve Grove, Heath Curtis, Diane Daggett, 
Chad & Liane Davis, Doug Decker & Marie Mahon Decker, Rocky & Julie 
Dixon, Brad Doran, Jane Dunn, Peter Ferre’, The Freshwater Trust, Richard 
Smith & Patricia Frobes, Greg Fullem & Janna Davydova, Nels Gabbert 
& Eileen Trudeau, Owen Gabbert, Chris & Christina Geyer, Martin Goebel, 
Ben Goodkind & Nancy Payne, Margaret & Frazier Grace, Greenwood 
Resources, Bill & Marty Hall, Gail Hammack, Bill & Margaret Hansell, 
Jacob Hasslacher, Mike & Bev Hayward, Tyler Hays, James Henson, John 
& Gail Hillock, Hope Fund, Anette & Nils Christoffersen, Bruce Murray & 
Valerie Ilsley, Tom & Emily Insko, Jean Jancaitis & Jonathan Plummer, 
Dale & Lu Johnson, Kirk & Judith Johansen, Craig Kelley, Justin Kennedy, 
Thomas Kennedy, Charles Kilo and Tracy Reickmann, Gregg Kleiner & 
Lori Salus, Nancy Knoble, Clint & Maureen Krebs, Randy & Leslie Labbe, 
David Laskin & Kathleen O’Neill, Geoff & Annika Maly, Elizabeth Marsters, 
Joe McCormack, Scott & Vicki McClaran, Richard & Nan McDaniel, Meg 
Mitchell, Kendrick & Leslie Moholt, George & Beth Morris, Stacy Moritz, 
Rob Nimmo, Craig Norman, Northwest Fence Company, Jerry Norquist, 
Jeff & Kathryn Nuss, Thomas & Molly Page, Lauri Patty, Karen Plummer, 
Liz & Nic Powers, Pam & Steve Richards, Angeline Rubin, Schwabe, 
Williamson & Wyatt, Caitlin Smallwood, Michael Spiegelman, Brad & 
Anne Stephens, Chris & Kate Swindell, Mark Webb, Whitman College, Eric 
White, Gary & Diane White, John & Eileen Williams, John & Molly Wilson, 
Mike & Deanna Williams, Willamette Partnership, Bob Winn, Merv & Judi 
Wingard, Jim & Julie Zacharias 394 individual contributors.
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2019 In Facts and Numbers

LANDOWNERS REDUCING 
WILDFIRE RKS AND IMPROVING 
FOREST HEALTH ON 4,200 ACRES


